Great Swiss Mountain Dog Club
RULES – 3rd December 2008.
1. NAME 

The Club shall be called Great Swiss Mountain Dog Club.

2. OBJECTIVES

To promote and foster the interest of the GSMD, also to promote the care and welfare of the breed and to encourage the education of owners and breeders.

3. CONSTITUTION

The Club shall consist of a Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Committee Members and an unlimited number of Ordinary Members, Joint Members, Family Members and Overseas Members. All ordinary, joint and overseas members shall be 16 years or over. Family members will consist of 2 ordinary members and 2 children aged under16.

4. President and Vice-Presidents

The President shall be proposed by the Officers and Committee for ratification by a simple majority at an A.G.M., and shall serve for three years.

The President may attend Committee Meetings but shall have no voting power. The President shall not hold any other Office of the Club.

Vice-Presidents shall be proposed by the Officers and Committee for ratification by a simple majority at an AG.M, and elected for life.

Vice-Presidents may attend Committee Meetings but shall have no voting power unless they are a duly elected Officer or Committee member of the Club.

5. OFFICERS
The Officers of the Club shall be the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer
They may not hold more than one office in the Club.

They may not hold Office or serve on the Committee of any other UK based Club specifically for the Great Swiss Mountain Dog.

6. COMMITTEE
The management of the Club shall be in the hands of the Officers of the Club and a Committee consisting of 7 Members of whom 3 shall retire bi-annually, but are eligible for re-election without nomination requirement. 
The Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer shall hold office for a period of 3 years. All other Committee Members shall hold office for a period of 2 years. 
All Officers and Committee shall have full voting rights. In the equality of votes the Chairman shall have a second or casting vote. Meetings of the Committee shall be held as often as deemed necessary, but at least every 6 months. 
A quorum for Committee Meetings shall be 5 one of who must be an Officer. The Committee shall have the power to co-opt members onto the Committee in the event of positions becoming vacant between General Meetings. Those co-opted shall only hold office until the next Annual General Meeting of the Club, at which an election of Officers and Committee takes place. Such person(s) shall have no voting rights until they are duly elected. No individual who has been a Member for less than 2 years may be elected onto the Committee. Nominations for the Committee must be by a fully paid up Member of 2 years standing and received in writing by the Secretary at least 14 days prior to the A.G.M.

7. Powers of the Committee and Officers.

The committee in its conduct of the affairs shall have the power to deal with all matters not provided for in the Rules of the Club.

The committee shall have power to appoint sub-committees composed of members of the Club.

In the event of an emergency, the Chairman shall have the power, in conjunction with the Secretary and the Treasurer to transact such urgent business as might be transacted at a meeting of the Committee. Such action shall be reported to the Committee at its next meeting.

8. ELECTION OF MEMBERS

Every candidate for membership shall be proposed and seconded in writing by two members (not of the same family or partnership) who shall be responsible for the fitness of the candidate. 
Election of members shall be by vote of the Committee.

9. SUBCRIPTIONS

The level of fees and subscriptions shall be determined at the Annual General Meeting and notified to the Kennel Club.

The current subscription fee shall be payable upon election. Thereafter the Subscription shall be payable annually on 1st January by Standing Order, Cheque or Postal Order.

Members residing within the United Kingdom and the Crown Dependencies of the Channel 

Islands and the Isle Of Man shall be known as Home Members. Those having permanent residence outside these areas shall be known as Overseas Members.

Single membership: (16 years and Over): £10

Joint membership: (2 Adults residing at the same address): £12

Family membership: (2 Adults and 2 Children under 16 residing at the same Address): £15

Overseas membership £15
No Member whose subscription is unpaid is entitled to any privileges of Membership and if the Member shall fail to pay outstanding subscriptions by 28th February his/her name shall be automatically erased from the register.

10. LIST OF MEMBERS

The Club is required to submit a list of its Members and their addresses to the Kennel Club with its Annual Returns and make an up-to-date list available for inspection if so requested by Members of the Club or by The Kennel Club.

11. VOTING RIGHTS

Each Ordinary Member shall be entitled to one vote. Each Overseas Member shall be entitled to one vote. Joint Membership – one vote each Member of partnership. Family Membership – one vote each Adult. 

Those members under 16 years of Age may attend any Annual General or Special General Meeting, but have no voting powers whatsoever.
Postal votes/Proxy votes are not allowed. Voting shall be by a show of hands. 
12. CLUB PROPERTY

The property of the Club shall be vested in the Committee. In the event of the Club ceasing to exist a final General Meeting shall be called to decide the disposal of the Club’s assets and the outcome of the meeting notified to The Kennel Club.

13. CLUB ACCOUNTS

A Banking Account shall be held in the name of the Club, into which all revenue of the Club shall be paid and from which withdrawals shall be made on the signatures of any two of the following Officers: The Chairman, Treasurer or Secretary.
The Accounts shall be kept by the Treasurer. One qualified accountant or two unqualified individuals with accounting experience shall be appointed at each Annual General Meeting, who shall audit the Accounts for the ensuing year before the Annual General Meeting.

The Financial Year of the Club shall be from 1st January to 31st December.

14. EXPULSION OF MEMBERS

Any Member who shall be suspended under Kennel Club Rule A42j(4) and/or disqualified under Kennel Club Rule A42j(8) shall ipso facto cease to be a Member of the Club for the duration of the suspension and/or disqualification.
If the conduct of any Member shall, in the opinion of the Committee of the Club be injurious or likely to be injurious to the character or interests of the Club, the Committee of the Club may at a meeting, the notice convening of which includes as an objective, the consideration of the conduct of the Member, determine that a Special General Meeting of the Club shall be called for the purpose of passing a resolution to expel him/her.

Notice of the Special General Meeting shall be sent to the accused Member, giving particulars of the complaint and advising the place, date and hour of the Meeting, that he/she may attend and offer an explanation. If at the Meeting, a resolution to expel is passed by a two-thirds majority of the Members present and voting, his/her name shall forthwith be erased from the list of Members, and he/she shall thereupon cease for all purposes to be a Member of the Club except that he/she may, within 2 calendar months from the date of such Meeting, appeal to The Kennel Club upon and subject to such condition as The Kennel Club may impose.

When a member is expelled from the Club, the Committee must report the matter in writing to the Kennel Club within seven days and provided any particulars required.

Subject to the foregoing no member so expelled shall have any claim against the Club, nor be entitled to repayment or any part of his her subscription, and shall forthwith return to the Club any Cups or Trophies that, being the property of the Club, are in his her possession at the time of his her expulsion.

15. FINANCIAL YEAR

The financial year of the Club shall be from 1st January to 31st December.

16. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting shall be held: To receive the report of the Committee and Balance Sheet, to elect Officers and Committee and to discuss any resolution duly placed on the Agenda of which prior notice has been given to the Secretary. No business shall be transacted at an Annual General Meeting unless notice appears on the Agenda, with the exception of routine matters, or those which in the opinion of the Chairman of the Meeting are urgent. Notice convening such a Meeting will be given by placing a notice in the Dog World and Our Dogs publications 28 days prior to the holding of the Meeting or by individual notification to Members as deemed appropriate by the Committee. Resolutions to be placed on the Agenda of such Meetings must be forwarded to the Honorary Secretary in writing not less than 14 days prior to the Meeting. The Agenda and Balance Sheet will be available to all those present at the Meeting.

A quorum to an Annual General meeting will be 15 Home Members having voting powers.
17. SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING

A Special General Meeting shall be summoned by the Secretary if 60% of the members send a signed requisition stating the subject to be discussed and requesting a Special General Meeting to do so. The Committee of the Club is also empowered to call a Special General Meeting. The Secretary shall give Members 28 days notice of such a Meeting and notices must be sent out within 7 days of receiving the request. Notice of convening such a Meeting shall be given by placing a notice in the Dog World and Our Dogs publications. No business other than that detailed on the Agenda can be discussed at a Special General Meeting. 

A quorum to a Special General meeting will be 15 Home Members having voting powers.

A majority of two thirds of the votes cast shall be necessary to carry a resolution.
18. AMENDMENT TO RULES

No alterations or additions to these Rules shall be made except by the majority of the Members present at the Annual General Meeting, or at a Special General Meeting convened for the purpose as per Rule 15 and such alterations to the Rules shall not be brought into force until The Kennel Club has been advised and given its approval to the alteration.

19. ANNUAL RETURNS TO THE KENNEL CLUB

The Officers acknowledge that during the month of January each year, Maintenance of Title fee will be forwarded to The Kennel Club by the Secretary for continuance of Registration and that by 31st July each year, other Returns, as stipulated in Kennel Club Regulations for the Registration and Maintenance of Title of Societies and Breed Councils and the Affiliation of Agricultural Societies and municipal Authorities be forwarded to The Kennel Club.

The Officers also acknowledge their duty to inform The Kennel Club of any changes of Secretary of the Club which may occur during the course of the year.

20. The KENNEL CLUB 
The Kennel Club shall be the final authority for interpreting the Rules and Regulations of the Club. Its Rules shall apply to the Club and it shall be the final Court of Appeal in all cases relative to Canine and Club matters.

21. FEDERATION OF SOCIETIES OR CLUBS

The Club shall not join any Federation of Societies of Clubs.

22. UNDISCHARGED BANKRUPTS

No person whilst an undischarged bankrupt may serve on the Committee or hold any other office or appointment within a Kennel Club Registered Society.

23. BREED SOCIETY JUDGES LIST

A list of persons who are considered to be capable of judging the Breed will be compiled by the Committee and will be effective for the following 12 months. Voting for inclusion on the list will be by secret ballot. 
24. THE RULES OF THE CLUB
The Rules of the Club may not be altered except by a two thirds majority at and Annual General Meeting or Special General Meeting, notice of which included details of the proposal to alter the Rules.
Such alteration shall not be brought into force until the Kennel Club has been advised and given its approval of the alterations.

A copy of the Rules and any additions or alterations created from time to time shall be supplied to and be binding upon all members of the Club.

