GREAT SWISS MOUNTAIN DOG CLUB

CODE OF ETHICS
2014

All members of the Great Swiss Mountain Dog Club undertake to abide by its Code of Ethics. 
GENERAL

1) Will properly house, feed, water and exercise all dogs under their care and arrange for appropriate veterinary attention if and when required.

2) Will agree without reservation that any veterinary surgeon, who performs an operation on any of their dogs which alters the natural conformation of the animal, or who carries out a caesarean section on a bitch, may report such operation to the Kennel Club.

3) Will agree that no healthy puppy will be culled. Puppies which may not conform to the Breed Standard should be placed in suitable homes.  

4) Will abide by all aspects of the Animal Welfare Act. 

5) Will not create demand for, nor supply, puppies that have been docked illegally.

6) Will agree not to breed from a dog or bitch which could be in any way harmful to the dog or to the breed. 

7) Will not allow any of their dogs to roam at large or to cause a nuisance to neighbours or those carrying out official duties.

8) Will ensure that their dogs wear properly tagged collars and will be kept leashed or under effective control when away from home.

9) Will clean up after their dogs in public places or anywhere their dogs are being exhibited.

10) Will only sell dogs where there is a reasonable expectation of a happy and healthy life and will help with the re-homing of a dog if the initial circumstances change.

11)  Will supply written details of all dietary requirements and give guidance concerning responsible ownership when placing dogs in a new home.

12)  Will ensure that all relevant Kennel Club documents are provided to the new owner when selling or transferring a dog, and will agree, in writing, to forward any relevant documents at the earliest opportunity, if not immediately available.

13)  Will not sell any dog to commercial dog wholesalers, retail pet dealers or directly or indirectly allow dogs to be given as a prize or donation in a competition of any kind.  Will not sell by sale or auction Kennel Club registration certificates as stand alone items (not accompanying a dog).

14)  Will not knowingly misrepresent the characteristics of the breed nor falsely advertise dogs nor mislead any person regarding the health or quality of a dog.

15) Will undertake any export of GSMD only with extreme care. It is always advisable to check with the Club Committee and the Kennel Club as to the attitudes and laws of the country before exporting. If possible the dog should be accompanied as travel is distressing for most young animals. No dog should be sold to a Country where they are not protected by Anti Cruelty Laws and do not send stock for showing unless it is top quality.
Breach of these provisions may result in expulsion from club membership, and/or disciplinary action by the Kennel Club and/or reporting to the relevant authorities for legal action, as appropriate. 

SPECIFIC AREAS

BREEDERS:

The future of our breed is in the hands of breeders; therefore it is vital that all breeding stock is in excellent and sound physical condition. Before considering having a litter the following should be considered:

1. Have you enough time to give to rearing a litter until they go to new homes usually about 8 weeks? Also have you the facilities to take back or re-home a puppy should it become necessary?

2. Do you know enough to help the bitch during whelping, remember also to make your vet aware of the pending litter?

3. Is your dog or bitch of sufficient quality to be bred from?

4. Are they free from inherent defects as only sound healthy stock which has undergone the relevant health checks should be used in the breeding program? Those test recommended are Hips scored via X-Ray, elbow and eye test, there is also a DNA test where blood can be tested.
5. In such a large breed good temperament is paramount; therefore it is recommended that all breeding stock undergo a temperament test.

6. No bitch should whelp before the age of 24 months and not after the age of 6 years.
7. Stud dogs should not be bred from before 20 months of age.

8. No bitch should be bred from more than 3 times and at least 12 months should have elapsed before the birth of each litter.  

9. Check all registration information before commencing on a breeding program. Total honesty is essential on both dog & bitch sides. 

10. Check that there are sufficient known aspects relative to rearing a litter, expense, area available, rearing and supervision during rearing.
11. Stud dog owners should where possible visit and check the litter and be available for advice, as they are also responsible.

10. It is advisable to endorse the registration of puppies but potential purchasers must be informed. Take care where children are involved as good a temperament a dog, children must respect their size and ability and parents must be made aware also of all potential aspects. 
11. It is essential that all prospective owners are made aware that they can contact their breeder anytime for support, advice as well as practical help should there be a need to re home their dog.

12. No puppy should be sold to any country that does not have an Anti Cruelty Law in operation

PUPPIES:

Before contemplating a litter it is advised that some potential enquiries be forthcoming.

Prospective owners should where possible be vetted and made fully aware of what is entailed in rearing a large breed and the responsibilities involved as well as potential consequences of poor rearing.
Check facilities available for housing and exercising. It is important that breeders are sure that their puppies will receive correct and adequate attention at all times and in all situations.
Where possible follow puppy’s development.

Discuss registration and insurance together with your puppy selling contract and training programs to improve social ability.

Discuss with prospective owners all aspects of breed related health problems so that they are made aware.

Total honesty is vital.
EXHIBITORS

The whole experience should be a pleasure for them as no dog asks to be shown.

Make sure they have ample time before travel to do their normal ablutions and again before going into the ring.

Give regular exercise and support to your dog through all experiences.

Seriously nervous or bad tempered dogs should not be shown nor bitches in whelp or in season.
It is best not to leave a dog unattended on the benches.

On no account leave in a car on a warm day as the heat in it can rise very quickly.

Supply a comfortable bed and plenty of water.

Present yourself and your dog in immaculate condition. 

Be sporting and considerate to others whether winning or losing remember the reputation of our breed is dictated by the behaviour of their owners.
OWNERS

By owning a GSMD you are assuming total responsibility for its well-being, behaviour in and out of the home and as this breed respond to human company, good food, adequate exercise, the correct discipline and of course lots of love you should have a happy and hopefully healthy companion.

Remember to be in control at all times, do not allow children to tease a dog and make sure it has its own space which is respected by all.
Seek veterinary advice if at all worried and make sure you have confidence in your vet knowing about large breeds. For instance they may not take anaesthetic well so be aware.

Exercise is needed every day and good bedding to avoid pressure on their joints.
Do not leave in the house for hours unattended.

Training classes are a valuable tool for training and socializing vital for a well balanced dog.

Breach of any of these may result in expulsion from the GSMD Club, and/or disciplinary action by the Kennel Club and/or reporting to the relevant authorities for legal action, as appropriate.
